CHAPTER  I

ARCHITECTURE
SECTION I

Land and People : Indian Architecture: the theory of its probable native
origin : the discovery of Grseco-Buddhist Architecture in tffe Peshawar
Valley.

FROM the Himalaya, the highest mountain range, covering
with .its vast glaciers an extent of territory equal to the length
of Scandinavia, there slopes down in grand terraces a land
which projecting southwards in a compact mass, stretched its
tapering point far into the Indian Ocean. The great peninsula,
which from its northern boundary to its most southern
headland, Cape Comorin, occupies an extent as great as that
from the shores of the Baltic to the most southern Cape of
Greece, was predestined by its natural position for an
exclusive civilisation, separated from the northern countries
by the rocky walls of the Himalaya and enclosed towards
West and East by the mighty streams of the Indus and the
Brahmaputra. This immense territory of Hither India Is
compressed in a continental mass, only divided by a rich
net-work of rivers. Among these is the most important
stream of the Ganges, which with its tributary, the Jamuna,
rushes down from the ice-fields of the Himalaya ^and flowing
in one united stream from the Prayaga (Allahabad), empties its
waters by hundred mouths into the Bay of Bengal. As every-
where else In the earliest history of mankind, so also in